Dissemination of science traditionally occurs through ages-old formats, including oral communications at conferences and print formats including posters at conferences and published manuscripts.
this. 1, 2 The most recent of these is a new article type, the "Illustrated Review Article," the first of which is featured in this issue. 3 Much like a graphic novel-a comic book, if you will-an Illustrated Review Article consists of "capsules" that each include a central image that conveys the author's message, accompanied by brief supporting text. By encouraging this distilled format, we aim to stretch the creativity of scientists to effectively convey their work to the broad science community and the public. This format should also allow improved retention and understanding of the information by readers. 2 We plan to publish two types of Illustrated Review Articles: those related to conferences/symposia, and those focused on a theme. The article underwent traditional peer review and a revision was ultimately accepted. It was then published online to coincide with the start of the conference. 3 Consequently, all content in the Illustrated
RPTH's inaugural
Review Article was immediately freely available for download from the RPTH journal webpage. Attendees could view and refer to the article capsules electronically during the presentations. Since printed copies were also distributed during conference check-in, attendees seeking a more traditional format were also able to take notes directly on the capsules during the talks. The early response to our first Illustrated Review Article was positive, from conception to publication. Conference organizers and authors were enthusiastic, flexible, and creative. They were willing to forego composing traditional review articles for the Symposium.
Creative and dedicated peer reviewers provided rapid, thoughtful feedback that enhanced the quality of the article capsules, and in several cases in the presented slides themselves. Conference attendees commented on the fresh format and ability to immediately use the figures in their presentations and work. Social media allowed live broadcasting from the conference.
